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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents 
listed on attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. Copies 
of the listed foreign patent documents required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2) are enclosed for the 
convenience of the Examiner. Because the filing date of the present application is after June 30, 
2003, copies of the listed U.S. patents are not included. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g),(h), this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be 
construed to be an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

The present Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the 
receipt of a first Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits, and hence is beheved to 
be timely filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R § 1.97(b). No fees are believed to be due in 
connection with the filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement; however, 
should any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 be deemed necessary for any reason relating to 
these materials, the Director is hereby authorized to deduct said fees fi*om Williams, Morgan & 
Amerson, P.C., Deposit Account No. 50-0786/2065.002100. 

Applicants respectfiiUy request that the hsted documents be made of record in the present 

case. 
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Filing Date: 
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12/18/03 


Douglas 


91 


454 




Foreign Patent Documents 


Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
Yes/No 




B3 


EP 1 209 294 A2 


5/29/02 


Europe 


E03C 


1/14 


No 




B4 


EP 1 241 322 Al 


9/18/02 


Europe 


E21B 
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B5 


NO 309737 Bl 


9/30/99 


Norway 


E21B 
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No 
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3/30/95 
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